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stronger reasons also, which, in a difference between the
President and Congress, should not be overlooked.

McCulloch said he doubted if it would be politic to
bring forward the constitutional objection at this time,
for the Radicals would seize hold of it and insist that we
were in sympathy with the Rebels.

Randall was also decisive against it. The message was
just right; he would add nothing nor take anything away.

I stated I had no controversy in regard to the message,
but that if there was a constitutional point against a bill
which was to be vetoed, that point ought, in my opinion,
never to be omitted.

Ten members of the Arkansas Legislature were in waiting
when the Cabinet met, and the President proposed to intro-
duce them. They had been appointed a committee to visit
Washington and ascertain the views of the Government.
The interview was brief. Seward requested them to dine
with him to-morrow evening and invited the Cabinet to
come also. I promised to call in the course of the evening,
but asked to be excused from the dinner. McCulloch and
Stanbery concurred.

Not being satisfied that the President should omit the
constitutional point in his veto message, I called on him
this evening for further conversation. Stanbery was with
him. The President produced a file of letters of Forney,
Clerk of the Senate, written while he was paying court to
the President, strongly urging him to take the position he
has pursued, praising and complimenting him. Yet this
fellow is now attacking, abusing, and misrepresenting the
President summarily in his "two papers, both daily."

The President heard my suggestions in regard to the
constitutional objection; agreed with me; admitted, as I
urged, the importance of it and of his concurrence with the
Court; but did not say, nor did I ask or expect him to say,
whether he would make that point in his message. I am
inclined to think he will not. The question of expediency
raised by McCulloch and Randall, and the point not hav-